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THE SHORT ANSWER linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Follow horror's jackpot directors: their later horror films
hit nearly twice as often as other horror films

Three findings from films released since 2000

1 Cheap jackpotsx are a horror specialty.
1in 10 horror films with reported figures was a cheap jackpot. Other films: 1in 50.

? Jackpot directors don't repeat their jackpot.
After a jackpot film, their typical later film earned 3.4 x its budget. Their typical jackpot film: 22x.

3 But jackpot directors keep hitting in horror.

Of their later horror films, 7 in 10 earned at least 2.5x their budget. Other horror films: 4 in 10.

« Cheap jackpot: a film made for $20M or less that earned at least 10x its budget and at least $20M worldwide, all in 2025 dollars

Evidence: finding 1 on slides 4-6, finding 2 on slide 7, finding 3 on slides 8-11 3
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FINDING 1 Cheap jackpots are a horror specialty linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

A few horror films with budgets under $1M earned
hundreds of times their budget

Multiple: worldwide gross + budget

692X

1,248 432X

Obsession (2026) One Cut of the Dead (2017) Paranormal Activity (2009)
$600k-$750k budget, $519M $25k budget, $31.2M worldwide $15k-$450k budget, $194.2M
worldwide gross (provisional) gross worldwide gross

Only 8 of horror's 74 cheap jackpotss since 2000 had budgets under $1M.

« Cheap jackpot: a film made for $20M or less that earned at least 10x its budget and at least $20M worldwide, all in 2025 dollars

Source: English Wikipedia, revision-cited; multiples use the high end of each reported budget 4
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47 % of horror films hit, or 39% without the biggest hits

/59 theatrical horror films from any country, released January 2000 to September 2026, with reported budget and
worldwide gross. A hit earned at least 2.5x its budget: a rough breakeven once marketing is paid.

Hit: 47% So0-s0: 21% Flop: 32%
356 films 162 films 241 films
earned at least 2.5x their budget earned 1x to 2.5% earned less than their budget

7 4 of the 759 (10%) were cheap jackpotsx.

58 jackpot directors: the directors the main slides follow; each one's first film on our list was one of these cheap jackpots

759 nhorror fims = 104 biggest hits = 655 other horror films: 39% hit, the benchmark for jackpot directors' later films

« Cheap jackpot: a film made for $20M or less that earned at least 10x its budget and at least $20M worldwide, all in 2025 dollars

Biggest hits: the 74 cheap jackpots plus 30 top-grossing hits (slide 16) - Source: English Wikipedia 5
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Cheap jackpots are five times as common in horror as in
other films

Share of films that were cheap jackpotsx, by genre

Horror I 9.9%

All other films 1.9%

BY GENRE other films only; a film can count in more than one genre

Documentaryt 12.8%
Romance 3.5%
Drama 2.5%
Comedy 1.7%
Thriller 11%
Action 0.6%

Horror is 1% of these films by count (750 of 6,694) but 39% of the cheap jackpots (74 of 188).

« Cheap jackpot: a film made for $20M or less that earned at least 10x its budget and at least $20M worldwide, all in 2025 dollars

Movies here: 6,694 theatrical films of every genre since 2000 (Wikipedia) - 117 films, mostly IMAX documentaries 6
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Jackpot directors don't repeat their jackpot: later films
earned 3.4x%, not 22x, on bigger budgets

The 58 jackpot directors: each one's first film on our list was a cheap jackpot. Figures are medians (the typical film).

JACKPOT FILM LATER FILMS

22% = 3.4%

worldwide gross + budget worldwide gross + a bigger budget

3.2% 30%

the jackpot film's budget: what their next film cost (median) of next films cost 5x the jackpot film's budget or more

Budget step-up: the 37 jackpot directors whose next film has a reported budget 7/
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But jackpot directors keep hitting in horror

The 58 jackpot directors: share of films that hit (earned at least 2.5x their budget), horror's 104 biggest hits excluded

Other horror films since 2000 _ 39%
Their later non-horror films _ 44%

Flops (under 1x budget): 6% of their later horror films, against 37% of other horror films.

Other horror films: 655 theatrical horror films since 2000 with reported figures, not counting the 104 biggest hits 8
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FINDING 3 But jackpot directors keep hitting in horror linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Three of horror's aces up close: hit after hit, with few
misses

Their later horror films, counted from the film we picked them for, including horror's biggest hits, which the previous
slide leaves out (hit: earned at least 2.5x its budget; miss: earned less)

James Wan Eli Roth Jordan Peele
Saw, Insidious, The Conjuring, Cabin Fever, Hostel, Get Out, Us, Nope
Aguaman Thanksgiving

later horror films after Saw hit later horror films after Cabin Fever hit later horror films after Get Out hit

Best: Insidious, 67x its budget Best: Hostel, 17x its budget Best: Us, 13x its budget

Misses: Dead Silence, Malignant Misses: Ice Cream Man Misses: none

Photos via Wikimedia Commons: Kirby Taylor (CC BY 4.0), GabboT (CC BY-SA 2.0, cropped), Daniel Benavides (CC BY 2.0) 9
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FINDING 3 Butjackpot directors keep hitting in horror

Budget doesn't explain jackpot directors' edge: their later
horror films hit most often at all budgets

Share of films earning at least 2.5x their budget, by budget (the 104 biggest hits excluded)

Budget Their later horror films Other horror films Their later non-horror films
$20M or less 71% 40% 62%
Over $20M to $60M 67 % 42% 25%
Over $60M 2 of 2 14% 44 %

Above $60M, other horror films rarely hit (14%). Jackpot directors made only 2 later horror films that big,
and both hit.

Budgets not adjusted for inflation, high end of the reported budget range; genre labels from IMDb's genre tags 10
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Jackpot directors' edge comes mostly from horror
franchise films: 84% hit; their horror originals, 47%

Share of later films earning at least 2.5x their budget (the 104 biggest hits excluded)

GENRE FRANCHISE FILM ORIGINAL FILM

Horror 84 O/O 47 O/O
27 of 32 films 9 of 19 films

Non-horror 2 5 % 6 2 %

3 of 12 films 8 of 13 films

Their horror originals (47 %) still beat other horror films (39%).

Franchise film: sequel, prequel, spin-off, reboot or remake - genre labels from IMDb's genre tags 1
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ACTING ON IT Who to follow, and where

Back jackpot directors in horror: only 7 of the 58 moved
away from it

Where the 58 jackpot directors went after their first film on our list (number of directors)

23 18 7 e,

Stayed in horror Mixed Moved away No later film yet

Stayed: later films all horror or near horror - Mixed: some non-horror, half or fewer - Moved away: over half non-horror 12
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Watch the four latest jackpot directors: three have a
horror franchise film lined up

Each made a cheap jackpot in 2026, so none has a second film out yet; this is what each has lined up next

. 2026 cheap .
Director jackpot Budget - worldwide gross Next
: _ Anything but Ghosts (in post-production); attached to a
Curry Barker Obsession $600k-$750k > $519M Texas Chain Saw Massacre reboot
Kane Parsons Backrooms $10M > $401M Ezﬁzaosoms 2 (no date yet); a project written by Osgood
lan Tuason Undertone $500k > $21.6M Paranormal Activity 8, dated 21 May 2027
Mark Fischbach ("Markiplier") Iron Lung $3M - $51.2M gngl;m announced; says he aims to make something in

Jackpot directors' later horror franchise films hit 84% of the time; their later original horror films, 47%.

Source: Wikipedia, trade press and production listings, checked 28-29 September 2026 13
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Back a director at their debut: it was the cheapest step,
and Comcast took part in every step after it

One cheap jackpot, step by step: Curry Barker's Obsession, from a sub-$1M debut to an eight-figure deal

BACK THE DEBUT BUY THE FILM RELEASE IT SIGN THE NEXT FILMS STREAMIT
Capstone Focus Features Focus Features Universal (Comcast) Peacock
+ Blumhouse Atomic o

$600-750K $14-15M $519M Monster Not disclosed
Capstone paid to make the Focus (Comcast) paid worldwide gross, Focus's . . Obsession streaming on
whole film Capstone for worldwide highest-grossing film ever; Elght flgures Comcast's service from

rights (reported): 19-20x cinemas keep part a deal of $10M or more for 17 July 2026

the budget his third film: exact amount

not disclosed

Comcast owns Focus, Universal and Peacock: money out to buy the film and sign the next one, money in from the box
office and streaming.

Sources: Deadline, TheWrap, NBCUniversal, Screen Global Production, Wikipedia, September 2026 - worldwide gross is not profit 14
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APPENDIX Method, genre labels, limits and sources linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Rankings of horror films by 2025 dollars and by share of
the year disagree, so we used both

Top 5 horror films since 2000, by worldwide gross in 2025 dollars (adjusted for inflation) and by share of the year

Worldwide gross in 2025 dollars Share of the year's US and Canada box office

#  Film Gross #  Film Share
1 It (2017) $945M 1 Beetlejuice Beetlejuice (2024) 3.4%
2 | Am Legend (2007) $908M 2  Sinners (2025) 3.2%
3  Signs (2002)* $731M 3  Obsession (2026)t 3.0%
4  Hannibal (2001) * $639M 4 1t (2017) 3.0%
5 It Chapter Two (2019) $596M 5 1 Am Legend (2007) 2.7%

Worldwide gross in 2025 dollars favors older films, made when cinemas sold far more tickets; share of the year adjusts
for today's smaller market, so it favors recent ones. The top 25 on either list make 36 top-grossing hits; 30 of them are
not cheap jackpots, and with the 74 cheap jackpots they make horror's 104 biggest hits.

* One of six borderline films whose genre is under review - ¥ 2026, provisional 16
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We compared the 58 jackpot directors' later films with
other horror films, not with their cheap jackpots

Jackpot directors: the 58 whose first film among horror's 104 biggest hits was a cheap jackpot

038 210 105 76

directors or directing teams, later films, released through of them with reported figures scored films behind slide 8's
each tracked from their cheap 29 September 2026 (budget and worldwide gross), /1% and 44%: 51 horror, 25
jackpot so they can be scored non-horror

Left out of the 105: 18 among the 104 biggest hits, and 11 near horror (thriller, mystery or sci-fi).

Hit: earned at least 2.5x its budget. Directors picked for a cheap jackpot usually do worse in later films, so the
benchmark is the other horror films since 2000: 655 with reported figures, after removing the 104 biggest hits.

19 other directors entered the list with a top-grossing hit that was not a cheap jackpot, so they are left out.

Source: directors' later films from Wikipedia and trade press; horror films from English Wikipedia 17
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APPENDIX Method, genre labels, limits and sources

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Genre labels move some numbers, not the findings

IMDDb's genre tags (used on the main slides) against Wikipedia first-sentence labels (the genre named in the first

sentence of each film's Wikipedia article)

Measure (the 58 jackpot directors) IMDb's genre tags
Later horror films that hit /1%
Later non-horror films that hit 44%
Horror franchise films that hit 84%
Original horror films that hit 47 %
Non-horror franchise films that hit 25%
Original non-horror films that hit 62%
Jackpot directors who stayed in horror / moved away 23[7

Wikipedia first-sentence labels
71%

53%

81%

53%

56%

50%

22 /6

Why they differ: Wikipedia first-sentence labels mark slashers such as Halloween Kills and Thanksgiving as non-horror;

IMDDb's genre tags don't.

Rows 1-6 leave out the 104 biggest hits - hit: at least 2.5x budget

18
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APPENDIX Method, genre labels, limits and sources

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Read the findings as a pattern, not as cause, profit or

exact figures

Top row: what the numbers mean. Bottom row: the data behind them.

Cause Profit Genre labels

The findings are comparisons between 2.5x budget leaves out marketing costs. It Numbers use IMDb's genre tags. Slide 18

groups of films, not an experiment. is a rough breakeven line, not profit. shows the numbers with Wikipedia first-
sentence labels. Six borderline films are
under review.

Unscored films Small releases 2026 films

Half of the jackpot directors' 210 later They often report no budget, so every All 2026 figures are provisional. Several

films (105) were streaming-first or have rate leans toward better-documented films are still in cinemas.

no reported figures. films.

Limits apply to every slide in this deck

19
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APPENDIX Method, genre labels, limits and sources

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Every source is published, and genre-label decisions are

still open

Data as of 29 September 2026

Sources

Horror films: English Wikipedia's horror categories by year and its

highest-grossing horror list; other genres from its yearly film categories.

Inflation (2025 dollars): US CPI-U (BLS). Hits and multiples are not
adjusted for inflation. Share of the year: US and Canada box office
totals from MPA and Cinema Foundation reports and trade press
(Comscore data).

Directors: filmographies, budgets and worldwide gross from Wikipedia
and trade press; genre tags from IMDb's public datasets.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with
permission.

October 2026

Method and open items

Film: one feature-length release, counted once; theatrical (opened in
cinemas) or streaming-first. Movies: all films of every genre together.

Hit: earned at least 2.5x its budget. So-so: 1x to 2.5%. Flop: under 1x.
Earned = worldwide gross, not profit; budget = production budget,
before marketing. Streaming-first films can't be scored.

Other horror films: theatrical horror films since 2000 with reported
figures (budget and worldwide gross), except horror's biggest hits.

Genre labels: IMDb's genre tags. Near horror: thriller, mystery or sci-fi,
counted as neither horror nor non-horror. Slide 18 repeats the study
with Wikipedia first-sentence labels.

Still open: which genre labels the final numbers use, and six borderline
films (Hannibal, Signs, Red Dragon, Scary Movie 3, Van Helsing, The
Boy Next Door).

20


https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

APPENDIX Bibliography

Bibliography

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Chicago style (17th ed.), A=Z: every source the slides, notes and photos rely on

ACFC West, Local 2020 Unifor. [Current-productions listing for Faraday, the production behind
Anything but Ghosts, with a shoot scheduled from March 9 to April 11, 2026]. Accessed
September 29, 2026. https://www.acfcwest.com/current-productions/faraday/.

Awards Radar. [Report that Universal spent $400 million on a new Exorcist trilogy]. July 26,
2021. https://awardsradar.com/2021/07/26/universal-spends-400-million-on-new-exorcist-
trilogy/.

Benavides, Daniel. "SXSW 2019 2 - Jordan Peele (47282560202) (cropped).jpg." Photograph.
Wikimedia Commons. CC BY 2.0, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0. Accessed
October 2, 2026. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SXSW_2019_2_-
Jordan_Peele_(47282560202) (cropped).jpg.

Bloody Disgusting. Trailer post for Weapons giving its August 8 release date. Accessed
September 29, 2026. https://bloody-disgusting.com/movie/3885052/weapons-official-trailer-2-
a-lot-of-people-die-in-a-lot-of-really-weird-ways-on-august-8/.

Cinema Foundation. State of the Cinema Industry, March 2023. March 10, 2023.
https://www.thecinemafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/State-of-the-Cinema-
Industry-March-2023.pdf.

Collider. Article on the Coraline re-release and the film's original domestic box office. Accessed
September 29, 2026. https://collider.com/coraline-rerelease-domestic-box-office-81-million/.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with permission.

ComicBook.com. [Report that /ron Lung will be released on YouTube and that Mark Fischbach
plans to work on something in 2027]. May 18, 2026.
https://comicbook.com/movies/news/markipliers-2026-horror-gem-finally-confirms-streaming-
release-on-youtube-teases-next-project.

D'Alessandro, Anthony. "Focus Features Closing First Big TIFF Deal: Curry Barker Horror Film
Obsession Selling for $15M+—The Dish." Deadline, September 7, 2025.
https://deadline.com/2025/09/tiff-obsession-focus-features-curry-barker-1236510833/.

Deadline. [Report on Mark Fischbach's Cannes Film Festival panel of May 17, 2026, on /ron Lung,
its YouTube release and his next work]. May 2026. https://deadline.com/2026/05/markiplier-
iron-lung-youtube-cannes-1236907884/.

. [Report that Curry Barker will write and direct a Texas Chain Saw Massacre reboot for
A24]. April 22, 2026. https://deadline.com/2026/04/texas-chainsaw-massacre-curry-barker-
1236867615/.

21


https://www.acfcwest.com/current-productions/faraday/
https://awardsradar.com/2021/07/26/universal-spends-400-million-on-new-exorcist-trilogy/
https://awardsradar.com/2021/07/26/universal-spends-400-million-on-new-exorcist-trilogy/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SXSW_2019_2_-_Jordan_Peele_(47282560202)_(cropped).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SXSW_2019_2_-_Jordan_Peele_(47282560202)_(cropped).jpg
https://bloody-disgusting.com/movie/3885052/weapons-official-trailer-2-a-lot-of-people-die-in-a-lot-of-really-weird-ways-on-august-8/
https://bloody-disgusting.com/movie/3885052/weapons-official-trailer-2-a-lot-of-people-die-in-a-lot-of-really-weird-ways-on-august-8/
https://www.thecinemafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/State-of-the-Cinema-Industry-March-2023.pdf
https://www.thecinemafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/State-of-the-Cinema-Industry-March-2023.pdf
https://collider.com/coraline-rerelease-domestic-box-office-81-million/
https://comicbook.com/movies/news/markipliers-2026-horror-gem-finally-confirms-streaming-release-on-youtube-teases-next-project
https://comicbook.com/movies/news/markipliers-2026-horror-gem-finally-confirms-streaming-release-on-youtube-teases-next-project
https://deadline.com/2025/09/tiff-obsession-focus-features-curry-barker-1236510833/
https://deadline.com/2026/05/markiplier-iron-lung-youtube-cannes-1236907884/
https://deadline.com/2026/05/markiplier-iron-lung-youtube-cannes-1236907884/
https://deadline.com/2026/04/texas-chainsaw-massacre-curry-barker-1236867615/
https://deadline.com/2026/04/texas-chainsaw-massacre-curry-barker-1236867615/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

APPENDIX Bibliography

Bibliography, continued

Part 2 of 5

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

"Director Follow-Up Data." Version 0.01, compiled September 29, 2026, by an Al research agent
with web access from the project's "Research Handoff: What Happened Next to the Directors of
Horror's Biggest Hits," and IMDb-coded version 0.02, September 29, 2026. Facts as of
September 29, 2026: 318 later-film rows (307 named films and projects; 11 rows for directors
with no eligible later film) and 77 current-status rows for 77 directors or directing teams, citing
639 distinct source URLs: 398 English and 6 Indonesian Wikipedia pages, and 235 pages from
100 other sites, chiefly Deadline (35), Hollywood Reporter (19), Rotten Tomatoes (17), Variety
(12), and Eiga.com (11). Unpublished dataset compiled for this study.

Dread Central. [Report, relaying a June 3, 2026, report by Sneider, that Kane Parsons will direct
a new original film with Osgood Perkins]. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://www.dreadcentral.com/indie/575384/backrooms-director-kane-parsons-reunites-with-
o0sgood-perkins-for-new-original-film/.

Film Stories. [Report on Kane Parsons's next projects: Backrooms 2 and a film written by Osgood
Perkins]. September 7, 2026. https://filmstories.co.uk/news/kane-parsons-to-make-backrooms-
2-next/.

Fleming, Mike, Jr. "New Line Lands Hot Package Weapons; Barbarian's Zach Cregger to Helm
His Script." Deadline, January 25, 2023. https://deadline.com/2023/01/new-line-hot-package-
weapons-zach-cregger-directing-his-script-1235240744/.

GabboT. "Eli Roth 01 (8123784419).jpg." Photograph. Wikimedia Commons. CC BY-SA 2.0,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0. Cropped for this deck; the crop is shared under
the same licence. Accessed October 3, 2026.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Eli_Roth_01_(8123784419).jpg.

Global Box Office (@GlobalBoxOffice). Post listing Resident Evil: Apocalypse (2004) at $51.2
million domestic. X. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://x.com/GlobalBoxOffice/status/2104208749430702152.

Hazelton, John. "North American Box Office Hits $8.87bn for 2025, Up 1.5% on Disappointing
2024." Screen International, January 2, 2026. https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-
american-box-office-hits-887bn-for-2025-up-15-on-disappointing-2024/5212390.article.

. "North American Box Office Reached $9bn in 2023." Screen International, January 5,
2024. https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-american-box-office-reached-9bn-in-
2023/5189155.article.

Hollywood North Buzz. [Production report listing Paranormal Activity 8 as shooting in Toronto
from July 13 to August 26, 2026]. May 2026.
https://hollywoodnorthbuzz.com/2026/05/paranormal-activity-8-in-production-in-toronto.html.

Hollywood Reporter. [Announcement dating the next Paranormal Activity film for May 21, 20271.
January 16, 2026. https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/next-paranormal-
activity-movie-lands-summer-2027-date-1236476918/.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with permission. 22


https://www.dreadcentral.com/indie/575384/backrooms-director-kane-parsons-reunites-with-osgood-perkins-for-new-original-film/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/indie/575384/backrooms-director-kane-parsons-reunites-with-osgood-perkins-for-new-original-film/
https://filmstories.co.uk/news/kane-parsons-to-make-backrooms-2-next/
https://filmstories.co.uk/news/kane-parsons-to-make-backrooms-2-next/
https://deadline.com/2023/01/new-line-hot-package-weapons-zach-cregger-directing-his-script-1235240744/
https://deadline.com/2023/01/new-line-hot-package-weapons-zach-cregger-directing-his-script-1235240744/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Eli_Roth_01_(8123784419).jpg
https://x.com/GlobalBoxOffice/status/2104208749430702152
https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-american-box-office-hits-887bn-for-2025-up-15-on-disappointing-2024/5212390.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-american-box-office-hits-887bn-for-2025-up-15-on-disappointing-2024/5212390.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-american-box-office-reached-9bn-in-2023/5189155.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/north-american-box-office-reached-9bn-in-2023/5189155.article
https://hollywoodnorthbuzz.com/2026/05/paranormal-activity-8-in-production-in-toronto.html
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/next-paranormal-activity-movie-lands-summer-2027-date-1236476918/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/next-paranormal-activity-movie-lands-summer-2027-date-1236476918/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

APPENDIX Bibliography

Bibliography, continued

Part 3 of 5

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

The Hollywood Reporter. Box-office report on Mama (2013). Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-report-mamas-success-

416972/.

Hollywood Reporter. [Report of Kane Parsons's comments on a Backrooms sequel in Zurich on
September 26, 2026]. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/kane-parsons-backrooms-2-film-
sequel-zurich-hollywood-1236712483/.

IMDb. Help article on using IMDb data in software (terms for personal, non-commercial use).
Accessed September 29, 2026. https://help.imdb.com/article/imdb/general-information/can-i-
use-imdb-data-in-my-software/G5JTRESSHJBBHTGX.

. "IMDb Non-Commercial Datasets." Files name.basics.tsv.gz, title.basics.tsv.gz, and
title.crew.tsv.gz, last modified September 29, 2026. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://developer.imdb.com/non-commercial-datasets/.

Miska, Brad. "Exclusive: Kane Parsons Officially Returning to Direct Backrooms 2." Dread
Central, September 6, 2026. https://www.dreadcentral.com/exclusive/587644/exclusive-kane-

parsons-officially-returning-to-direct-backrooms-2/.

Motion Picture Association of America. 2072 Theatrical Market Statistics Report. April 8, 2013.
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2012-Theatrical-Market-
Statistics-Report.pdf.

. 2017 THEME Report. April 19, 2018. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/MPAA-THEME-Report-2017_Final.pdf.

. 2018 THEME Report. March 20, 2019. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/MPAA-THEME-Report-2018.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2009. March 10, 2010. Archived October 27, 2011, by the
Wayback Machine.
https://web.archive.org/web/20111027013824id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/091af5d6-
faf7-4f58-9a8e-405466c1c5e5.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2070. February 23, 2011. Archived March 4, 2011, by the
Wayback Machine.
https://web.archive.org/web/20110304024224id_/http://www.mpaa.org:80/Resources/653b11ee-
ee84-4b56-8ef1-3c17de30dfle.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2071. March 21, 2012. Archived May 21, 2012, by the
Wayback Machine.
https://web.archive.org/web/20120521235143id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/5bec4ac9-
a95e-443b-987b-bff6fb5455a9.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2013. March 25, 2014. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2013_032514-v2.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2074. March 5, 2015. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2014.pdf.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with permission. 23


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-report-mamas-success-416972/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/box-office-report-mamas-success-416972/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/kane-parsons-backrooms-2-film-sequel-zurich-hollywood-1236712483/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/kane-parsons-backrooms-2-film-sequel-zurich-hollywood-1236712483/
https://help.imdb.com/article/imdb/general-information/can-i-use-imdb-data-in-my-software/G5JTRESSHJBBHTGX
https://help.imdb.com/article/imdb/general-information/can-i-use-imdb-data-in-my-software/G5JTRESSHJBBHTGX
https://developer.imdb.com/non-commercial-datasets/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/exclusive/587644/exclusive-kane-parsons-officially-returning-to-direct-backrooms-2/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/exclusive/587644/exclusive-kane-parsons-officially-returning-to-direct-backrooms-2/
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2012-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-Report.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2012-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-Report.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/MPAA-THEME-Report-2017_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/MPAA-THEME-Report-2017_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/MPAA-THEME-Report-2018.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/MPAA-THEME-Report-2018.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20111027013824id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/091af5d6-faf7-4f58-9a8e-405466c1c5e5.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20111027013824id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/091af5d6-faf7-4f58-9a8e-405466c1c5e5.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110304024224id_/http://www.mpaa.org:80/Resources/653b11ee-ee84-4b56-8ef1-3c17de30df1e.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110304024224id_/http://www.mpaa.org:80/Resources/653b11ee-ee84-4b56-8ef1-3c17de30df1e.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20120521235143id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/5bec4ac9-a95e-443b-987b-bff6fb5455a9.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20120521235143id_/http://www.mpaa.org/Resources/5bec4ac9-a95e-443b-987b-bff6fb5455a9.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2013_032514-v2.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2013_032514-v2.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2014.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2014.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

APPENDIX Bibliography

Bibliography, continued

Part 4 of 5

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2015. April 8, 2016. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2015_Final.pdf.

. Theatrical Market Statistics 2016. March 21, 2017. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2016_Final.pdf.

Motion Picture Association. 2079 THEME Report. March 10, 2020.
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/MPA-THEME-2019.pdf.

. 2020 THEME Report. March 17, 2021. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/MPA-2020-THEME-Report.pdf.

. 2021 THEME Report. March 10, 2022. https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/MPA-2021-THEME-Report-FINAL.pdf.

NBCUniversal. [Announcement that Obsession crossed $200 million globally and became Focus
Features' highest-grossing film of all time]. June 8, 2026.
https://nbcuniversal.com/article/obsession-crosses-200m-globally-becomes-focus-features-
highest-grossing-film-all-time.

Screen Global Production. [Report on the completed merger of Blumhouse and James Wan's
Atomic Monster]. January 3, 2024.

https://www.screenglobalproduction.com/news/2024/01/03/blumhouse-atomic-monster-merge.

SlashFilm. "Tales from the Box Office: 15 Years Ago, Cloverfield . . .." Accessed September 29,
2026. https://www.slashfilm.com/1167362/tales-from-the-box-office-15-years-ago-cloverfield-
became-a-monster-sized-found-footage-hit/.

Taylor, Kirby. "James Wan at Sundance Film Festival 2026.jpg." Photograph. Wikimedia
Commons. CC BY 4.0, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0. Accessed October 2, 2026.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:James_Wan_at_Sundance_Film_Festival_2026.jpg.

TheWrap. [Interview with Chris McGurk on the box-office success of Terrifier 3]. October 14,
2024. https://www.thewrap.com/terrifier-3-box-office-success-explained-chris-mcgurk-

interview/.

. [Report on Curry Barker's eight-figure deal with Universal Film Group and Blumhouse
Atomic Monster]. June 18, 2026. https://www.thewrap.com/creative-content/movies/curry-
barkers-next-movie-finds-home-at-universal-blumhouse-atomic-monster/.

. [Report on Focus Features' acquisition of Obsession at the Toronto International Film
Festival]. October 14, 2025. https://www.thewrap.com/obsession-toronto-international-film-
festival-acquired-focus-features/.

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. "Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, All ltems in U.S.
City Average." Series CPIAUCNS, not seasonally adjusted, index 1982-84=100, monthly data
through August 2026. FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/fredgraph.csv?id=CPIAUCNS.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with permission. 24


https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2015_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2015_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2016_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/MPAA-Theatrical-Market-Statistics-2016_Final.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/MPA-THEME-2019.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MPA-2020-THEME-Report.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MPA-2020-THEME-Report.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MPA-2021-THEME-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.motionpictures.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MPA-2021-THEME-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://nbcuniversal.com/article/obsession-crosses-200m-globally-becomes-focus-features-highest-grossing-film-all-time
https://nbcuniversal.com/article/obsession-crosses-200m-globally-becomes-focus-features-highest-grossing-film-all-time
https://www.screenglobalproduction.com/news/2024/01/03/blumhouse-atomic-monster-merge
https://www.slashfilm.com/1167362/tales-from-the-box-office-15-years-ago-cloverfield-became-a-monster-sized-found-footage-hit/
https://www.slashfilm.com/1167362/tales-from-the-box-office-15-years-ago-cloverfield-became-a-monster-sized-found-footage-hit/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:James_Wan_at_Sundance_Film_Festival_2026.jpg
https://www.thewrap.com/terrifier-3-box-office-success-explained-chris-mcgurk-interview/
https://www.thewrap.com/terrifier-3-box-office-success-explained-chris-mcgurk-interview/
https://www.thewrap.com/creative-content/movies/curry-barkers-next-movie-finds-home-at-universal-blumhouse-atomic-monster/
https://www.thewrap.com/creative-content/movies/curry-barkers-next-movie-finds-home-at-universal-blumhouse-atomic-monster/
https://www.thewrap.com/obsession-toronto-international-film-festival-acquired-focus-features/
https://www.thewrap.com/obsession-toronto-international-film-festival-acquired-focus-features/
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/fredgraph.csv?id=CPIAUCNS
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

APPENDIX Bibliography

Bibliography, continued

Part 5 of 5

linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

Variety. [Report on Amazon Prime Video's pay-one licensing deal for Universal's live-action films
after their Peacock window]. July 2021. https://variety.com/2021/digital/news/amazon-prime-
video-imdb-tv-licensing-universal-1235014900/.

Wikipedia contributors. Articles on the 27 films and people named in the deck: Aquaman (film);
Aquaman and the Lost Kingdom; Backrooms (film); Beetlejuice Beetlejuice; The Conjuring; The
Conjuring 2; Curry Barker; Dead Silence; Furious 7: Hannibal (2001 film); / Am Legend (film);
Insidious (film); Insidious: Chapter 2; Iron Lung (film); It (2017 film); /It Chapter Two; Malignant
(2021 film); Nope (film); Obsession (2025 film); One Cut of the Dead; Paranormal Activity; Signs
(film); Sinners (2025 film); Terrifier 3; Undertone (film); Us (2019 film); Weapons (2025 film).
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. The revision read for each article is recorded in the project's
data files. Accessed September 29 to October 2, 2026. https://en.wikipedia.org/.

. Articles on the 77 directors and their later films, consulted for the director follow-up: 398
English Wikipedia page URLs (about 383 distinct articles) and 6 Indonesian Wikipedia pages.
Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Revision IDs for some pages recorded in the project's data
files. Accessed September 29, 2026. https://en.wikipedia.org/ and https://id.wikipedia.org/.

. "Category:{year} films, 1999-2026." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 72,894 film
articles; revision IDs recorded in the project's data files. Accessed October 1, 2026.
https://en.wikipedia.org/.

. "Category:{year} horror films, 1999-2026." Including each year's subgenre
subcategories. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 5,861 pages enumerated, 5,568 with a film
infobox; revision IDs recorded in the project's data files. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://en.wikipedia.org/.

. "List of highest-grossing horror films." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Revision
1376738663, September 25, 2026. Accessed September 29, 2026.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_highest-grossing_horror_films.

Information courtesy of IMDb (https://www.imdb.com). Used with permission.

25


https://variety.com/2021/digital/news/amazon-prime-video-imdb-tv-licensing-universal-1235014900/
https://variety.com/2021/digital/news/amazon-prime-video-imdb-tv-licensing-universal-1235014900/
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_highest-grossing_horror_films
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hongik-max-choi

